T H 


TO PREVENT, | 


Without a REGISTER, 


* 


RUNNING of WOOL 


FROM | ; 


IRELAND ro FRANCE, 


wo I 


* 5 AND TO 


Other FOREIGN PARTS; 


In order to Rzx-EsTABL1SH 


The Woolen Manufacture of England. 
1 Seng, at the fame Time, | 


How to Raiſe a Fu N D, wherewith to 
Erect and Maintain ſuch a Number of Engliſh Pro- 
TESTANT Schools in Ireland, as the Legiſlature ſhall 
think proper; and alſo greatly to Encourage and 
Extend the Linzn ManuracTurs of Ireland. 


Printed in the Year MDCCXLYV. 


M E 1 HOP 


To PREVENT, 


Without a REGISTER, 


Running of WOOL, &c. 


= HE chief and principal Cauſe of the preſent 
BT; flouriſhing Condition of the Woolen Manu- 
8 fatture in France, and of the great Decay of 

TA it in England, is, that Thoſe Taxes, which 
affett the Manufatturer, being much lower 
in that Kingdom, than in this, Labour is 
conſequently cheaper there, than here. And tho it cannot be 
denied, but that in Ireland the Price of Labour is much leſs, 
than in France; yet it has, from the Year 1699, been an 
unalterable Maxim of the Policy of the Exgliſi Nation, not 
to allow Woolen Goods of the Manufacture of Ireland to be 
ſent from thence to Foreign Markets. Nor is Ireland per- 
mitted, but under great Duties, attended with many trouble- 
ſome and diſcouraging Circumſtances, to import Woolen 
Commodities of any Kind into England. And ſince it is moſt 
evidently true, that Great Britain, under her preſent heavy 


Incumbrances, 


£ 3 

Incumbrances, cannot poſſibly take off, and work up to Ad. 
vantage, che ſpare Werl of Helau, it is for that Araſon 
"clandefligely fold ro Foreigners (our natural Enemies and 
 mannfzSaret-by tliem, 6 pur manifest great Loſi in every 
Reſpect. —As a proper Means therefore towards re-eſtabliſhing 
the great Staple of this Kingdom, by making Ireland ſubſer- 
vient to that good Work, the following Propoſal, together 
with ſome Reaſons to ſupport it, — moſt 5 offered. 
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That, under the Sanftion of the 9 « Chatter for 
the publick Benefit of the Kingdom of Ireland be granted, 
permitting yearly Quantity of Wool, 
of the Growth and Spinning of Ireland, to be manufactured 
in the 1/e of Man into Cloth, and other Woolen Commo- 
dities: That the Goods ſo made be allowed to be brought, in 
the White, Duty - free, to ſome Place or Places in England, to 
be diſpoſed of there, at ſome publick Hall or Halls, in order 
to be exported thence to Foreign Parts, under ſuch Reſtrictions, 
and Regulations as the Parliament of Greas Britain ſhall 


think proper. 


That, by this Licence to that Kingdom, very many illegal 
Practices, which have long done much Miſchief to the Trade 
of England (and which, tis humbly apprehended, cannot by 
human Prudence be otherwiſe prevented), will be moſt effect- 
ually remedicd. From hence too will ariſe a farther Security 
for the Obedience and Dependence of Ireland; and at the 
fame time the AﬀeRions of the People will be gained: For 
that Numbers of luſty active Ir;/bmen will, at the Loom, then 
get a comfortable Livelihood, and be employed uſctully for 
both Nations, who now, for want of Buſineſs, arc ſeduced 
from Home, to recruit the deſt Troops that France Moan 
can boaſt of. | 


Precedents long approved will juſtify this Propoſal to be for 
the Intereſt of England; and Examples, in ſuch Caſes as theſe, 

- are look d upon as the beſt Guides. 
t 
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Ik is apparent, that England has found. it beneficial, for 
many Years, to permit the Iſlands of  Ferſey, Guernzey, Al. 
derney, and Sark, to carry Raw-wool from England, and, 
when work'd up into Goods, to ſend the ſame, without Re- 
ſtraint, where- ever they pleaſe. And there are better Grounds 
to expect, that the above-mentioned Indulgence to Ireland 
will be far more profitable to Exglana, than the ſaid Permiſſion 
to Jerſey, and the Three other Iſlands. For (beſides many 
other Advantages) Holland, Denmark, Flanders, and the 
Northern and North - weſtern Parts of France, will be hereby 
laid under great Difficultics, to carry on their Woolen Manu- 
factures; it being a Fact not to be controverted, that moſt of 
the Woolen Goods of thaſe Countries, were it not for a Mix- 
ture of about One Third Part of the Wool of England, or 
Ireland, would not be ſaleable in Foreign Markets. 


That Jerſey, and the Three Iſlands before · mentioned, by 
their Situation, have greater Opportunities to ſmuggle Wool, 
and ſell it to Foreigners, than the People of Ireland can have 
from the Iſle of Man, is certain; yet long Experience fully 
proved, that the Liberty of having Wool from England has 
been ſo far from producing any ill Effects, that the Quan- 
tity of Wool, formerly allowed to thoſe Places, has been 
doubled, by a Clauſe in an Act of Parliament 1% Gail. 
& Mar. intituled, An Af for the better preventing the 
Exportation of Wool, and Encouraging of the Moolen Manu- 
facture. Nor has that additional Favour, ſo granted to the 
aforeſaid Iſlands, been, in the Space of Fifty-five Years, ever 
diſcontinued once. 


That wins our Woolen Manufacture was in its moſt pro- 
State, and when our Wool fold at the higheſt Rate, 

reland then ſent abroad no ſmall Quantities of Woolen 
Goods: Which is almoſt a Demonſtration, that when Fo- 
reigners had not Iriſb Wool to work up with their own Wool, 
they could not rival us in that Branch of Commerce. That 
the great Cauſe alſo, why our Wool Was, till within theſe 
B | Two 
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Two or Three Years, ſo much fallen from the Price it for- 
merly ' bore, is hereby moſt truly accounted for. But if this 


Propoſal takes place, as much Wool will be dere om To-- 
ragen, "as ae thas ie wſed 0 be. f 


That none of the Inconrventencles, which arc ſuppoſed 
would ariſe, by ſuffering the 1rj5 Nation to ſend Woolen 
Goods, free from great Duties, ditectly to Foreign Markets, 
can in the Nature of Things happen, if this Permiſſion takes 
place. For tho the Wool of Ireland will be hereby diſpoſed 
of in a Manner much more to that Kingdom, 
than the ſelling it [as is now done) to France, Holland, Den- 
muri, and Flanders; yet Ireland, uſing her utmoſt Efforts, 
cannot, under any Colour or Pretence of this Charter, even 
endeavour to make the Woolen Manufacture a Staple of that 
Kingdom, or ever attempt to interfere with England in that 

That ſuch a Quantity of Trib Wool be permitted to be 
worked up in the Je of Man, as may induce the Parliament 
of Ireland, fot the ſake of their own Intereſt in the Woolen 
Trade, to make ſevere Laws againſt Running Wool; and to 
take care, that ſuch Laws be duly executed; and alſo that the 
Inhabitants of that Kingdom may not be under any Tempta- 
tion to ſend their Wool Abroad, as they are now under a Ne- 
cellity of doing. 


That the Eſtabliſhment of the Navy will be much caſed in 
the Expence of Preventive Veſſels, conſtantly, in the Time of 
Peace, ſtationed upon the Coaſts of Ireland. 


That the Corporation having its Spinning done in Jreland 
will make that Part of the Manufacture cheaper, than in any 
Part of France; and it will, at the fame time, furniſh Work 
for the Poot of thar Kingdom, 


The 
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The Dutch, who arc juſtly reputed to excel all the Nations 
in the World, in the thrifty and frugal Manner of carrying 
on their Commerce, ſet us this Pattern. For almoſt all their 
Worſted, which they both uſe themſelves, and ſend Abroad in 
great Quantities, is ſpun by Foreigners, out of the Dominions 
of the States, merely upon account of Cheapneſs of Wages; 
and the greateſt Part of their finc Broad · Cloth, called Leyden 
Cloth, is manufactured in the like manner. Many more In- 
ſtances of the ſame Occonomy might (if neceſſary) be alleged. 
By this prudent Management, the Woolen Trade of Holland 
(tho wanting every other Advantage, that Nature gives ours) 
has gone on very proſperouſly, whilſt our Woolen Manufacture 
has, alas! for many Lears, been the Subject of every Engliſt- 
mans Complaint. 


* 

If it be objected, That Ir; Wool, allowed to be imported 
into England, at ſome particular Ports, will, by granting this 
Charter, bear a greater Price, than it now uſually docs. It is 
anſwered, That our Manufacturers will moſt abundantly- be 
made Amends for That, by the Price all our Woolen Goods will 
then bear in Foreign Markets, which muſt neceflarily, and in 
a very ſhort time, raiſe, and conſtantly keep up, the Price of all 
the Wool growed in very many Countics both of Englend and 
Wales. For it is the Foreign Demand for Woolen Goods, 
that regularly creates the Price of our Woolen Commodities; 
and, upon the Price of Woolen Goods, the Price of Wool 
chiefly depends. What Advantage can it be to have Ir 
Wool at a very low Rate, when (as the Cafe was for many 
Years, till very latcly) neither That, nor our own Wool, could 
be worked up ſcarce to any Profit? And our Woolen Manu- 
facture wholly owes its preſent Proſperity to ſeveral concurring 
Accidents, the Effects of which cannot continue, It is doubt- 
les much better to work up the Wool to good Profit, and to 
pay a better Price for the Wool. | | 5 


Let it be ſuppoſed, by way of Muftration only, That Ireland 


be permitted to work up yearly, into Cloth undyed, Forty thou. 
ſand 
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and Packs of Wool of the Growth of Ireland, and to be ſpun 
into Tarn in that Kiugdom, and each Pack to be worth Six 
Pounds, and to weigh 240 lb. This Quantity of Wool, when 
fully manufactured (according to the uſual Computation of 
Clothicrs), will be worth about One Million Sterling. The 
Dying, Preſſing, ec. in the Manufacturing of it, will be an. 
immediate Profit to England; then, the Difference of the Mar- 
ket, and the Returns back will be wholly our Merchants Gain. 
But the main Deſign of this Propoſal is, that we ſhall hereby 
effectually hinder the French, and all other Nations, from ſuf- 
planting and underſelling us in Foreign Markets (as they now 
do) with Woolen Goods, made ſalcable by a Mixture of a 
Third Part of {ri Wool, as is beforc- mentioned. And the 
Value of Goods made from Eighty thouſand Packs of Foreign 
Wool, mixt with Forty, thouſand Packs of 1r;h Wool, accord- 
ing to the above Computation, amounts to about Three Mil- 
lions of Money. It is therefore clear, that, by means of this 
Licence, England may diſpoſe of, and vend Abroad, Woolen 
Commodities, of her own Manufacturing, to the Value of 
about Two Millions per Annum, more than at preſent ſhe can 
do. And when we have got Poſſeſſion of Foreign Markets, our 
_ own Manufactures will take a much better Price, and the 
Value of Wool will riſe in Proportion; and our Workmen, in 
every Branch of the Woolen Trade, will have full Employment, 
without lowering their Wages. But admitting, contrary to 
Matter of Fact, that Foreignets do not uſually mix their Wool 
with Iriſb, but only work up 1r;6 Wool clandeſtinely obtained; 
yet no one, even in this Light, can deny, but that hereby 
they will be intirely deprived of the Advantage of ſo. doing. 
And we ſhall alſo vend yearly (according to the above Eſtimate) 
to the Value of about One Million Sterling in Woolen Goods 
more, and at lower Rates, than we arc now able to do, and 
better and cheaper than Foreigners can then pretend to ſell. Be- 
ſides, that the Profit ariſing by theſe Goods will. render the 
Engliſh Merchant capable of ſending Abroad our Woolen 
Commodities, which otherwiſe he could not, with Prudence, 
do. : 


That, 
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That, upon Examination, this will be found to have been, 
for many Years, the true State of the Commerce between 
France and Ireland. France, as a Kingdom, with its Wines 
and Brandics, has conflantly bought the Wool of Ireland, at 
as ſmall an Expence (at leaſt) as It coſt Ireland. Then, with 
Part of the Profit, ariſing from the advantageous Uſe France 
makes of that Wool (as is above-mentioned), ſhe has viQtualted 
her Flects with Tr;þ Beef and Butter, and furniſhed her Sugar- 
Colonles with Proviſions, not eaſily to be procured clſewhere z 
and the Surplus of the Gain from 1r;b Wool has greatly aſſiſted 
France, in carrying on her dangerous and ambitious Deſigns. 


If Ireland ſhould urge, That, after this intended ManufaRory 
is ercted, Servants Wages, Officers Salatics, and other neceſ- 
fary Incidents, will make the carrying it on to be ſomewhat 
expenſive; yet Ireland muſt then acknowlege, that (without 
making the Goods to come too dear to Market) the Gain pro- 
duced by the Manufactory will bear ſuch Ourgoings ; and thoſe 
too will almoſt wholly centre amongſt her own Inhabitants. 
And it is not doubted but it will appear, upon a fait Calcula- 
tion, that, after all the Coſts, Charges and Disburſements 
attending the Execution of this propoſed Charter, there will 
annually remain a Balance of a vety conſidetable Sum of Mo- 
ney, to be applied, by- the Parliament of Jreland, to the 
publick Uſes of that Kingdom. And then the chicf and almoſt 
only Obſtacic to its Linen-Trade may be removed. For the 
Iris Dealers, having bit very fmall Stocks, arc not capable of 
giving neat fo long Credit, for Payment of theit Goods, as 
Foreigners do give, and particulatly the Datch. Bur the grane · 
ing, out of Parr of the Gain above mentioned, Preminms to 
the Exporters of Linen, would equal char Diſadvantage. By 
this Fund, the Making of Cambricks may be much encouraged, 
and the Linen · Manufacture, in all irs Branches, may be yaiver- 
fally cultivated; For, ar preſent, comparatively, but a finall 
Part of Ireland goes into the Linen-Trade. ' By this Fund alſo, 
Engliſh Proteſtant Schools may be erected and maintained in 
ſuch Parts of that Kingdom, as are moſt infected with Popery 
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and Idleneſs. Without ſome publick Endowment, this moſt 
uſeful Charity will never arrive at Perfection, if it can even 
ſabſiſt for any time. And what other Endowment is comparable 
to an annual Revenue, thus furniſhed by Induſtry and Pru- 
dence? Nothing can be more plain, than that the Iſle of Man 
is, in every Circumſtance, the propereſt Place to receive ver 
many of the Boys brought up in thoſe Schools. This will baffle 
the Expectations of the Jeſuits and Papiſt Prieſts of Ireland. For 
tho this Charity ſhould happen to continue, yet thoſe Agents 
for the Church of Rome do wickedly hope, by their poiſonous 
Influence (aſſiſted by the Authority and Example of Popiſh 
Parents), to be able, when the Children return to their ſeveral 
Homes, to fruſtrate, in a great degree, this moſt wiſe and pious 
Inſtitution. In this Caſe alſo, the Children will not be expoſed 
to any Acts of Cruelty from their bigotted . 


Trat the Money ſpent in Exgland by the Abſentees of Tre- 
land, will be hereby reimburſed. And thus the Exchange of 
Ireland will be brought to Par, not by draining Ireland of its 
Caſh, but by England's taking off the Produce of Ireland when 
manufactured. And this will be more advantageous to Ireland, 
than if ſhe was furniſhed from hence, with Specic for that Pur- 
poſe. And then, and not till then, all the Lands in Ireland 
will riſe in Value; and exorbitant Uſury, and high Intcreſt for 
MY will be reſtrained, and fall of Courſe. | | 


That whenever, either at Home or © Abroad, any "EIS 
ment is made in the Woolen Manufafture, the Truſtecs, upon 
Application from the Trading Companies or Merchants, may 
be obliged, without any Loſs of Time, to order their Manu- 
facturers to work after any Pattern, or to conform to any Me- 
thod, that ſhall, be thought proper. This will be highly ſer- 
viceable to our Commerce. It being very difficult to get Manu- 
facturers (tho they are ſure of being well rewarded) to go into 
any Invention, or to do any thing they are not accuſtomed to, 
let it be ever ſo reaſonable in itſelf, or uſeful to the Publick. 


That 
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That the Goods, made by the Corporation, may be directed 
by Law to be meaſured wet ;, after which, they will never 
ſhrink. They may be alſo marked in ſuch a manner, as to be 
always diſtinguiſhable; and they. may, in all reſpects, be made 
to perfectly good, and completely merchantable, as to ſerve as 
a Standard of our Woolen Manufacture. Thus, the Lengths, 
Breadths and Subſtance of our Cloths, Bays, Cc. will become 
much leſs cxceptionable than of late Years they have been, to 
the great Loſs and Scandal of the Nation. 


That duc Care be taken not to violate or infringe, in the 
leaſt, any Rights or Privileges, which the Inhabitants of the Iſle 
of Max are juſtly intitled to. 


And here it may not be improper to give ſome Account of 
that Iſland. It is in Length about Thirty Miles, and in Circum- 
ference about Eighty- two. The Air of Man is very healthy, 
and it is uncommonly well ſupplied with good freſh Water, 
both from many excellent Fountains, and ſeveral Rivers, which 
take oppoſite Courſes through the, Iſland. By Computation, 
there are are ſettled here betwixt Five and Six thouſand Fami- 
lies, reckoning Five Perſons to a Family. Dowglas, its chief 
Port, can receive conveniently all common Trading Veſſels. The 
Manners, Buildings, and Way of Living in Man and Ireland, 
have a very near Reſemblance; and Length of Time has made 
no great Difference in their Language, which was originally the 
ſame. - Between theſe Two Places, there has always - been a 
great Intercourſe, without any Provincial Pique. Man vaſtly 
abounds with Fiſh and Fowl of all Sorts; nor is there the 
leaſt Scarcity of any Kind of Fleſh-meat; and the Iſland 
uſually yields Grain ſufficient for its own Conſumption. No 
Land-Tax is paid here ; nor is there any Duty upon Win- 
dows, Soap, Candles, Malt, Beer, Ale, Hops, Cyder, Perry, 
Leather, or upon any thing elſe, that materially affects Induſtry. 
For Salt, upon Entrance, pays only One Shilling Manks Money 
Duty per Ton. Coals are commonly bought for about Twelve 
to Fourtcen Shillings per Ton; and the Country has Turf and 

Peat 
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Peat of its own. An Engliſo Shilling goes here for Fourteen- 
pence, and all other Money in Proportion, And as Potatocs 
generally make a great Part of the Food of the People of Ire. 
land, the Truſtees may ſend that Root, and all other neceſſary 
Proviſous from that Kingdom, for the Maintenance of their 
Manufacturers. la dear Yeats, the Corporation may have Po- 
tatocs from Lancaſbire, and Parts adjacent, as 300d as in Ire. 
land. For Dublin Market, upon ſuch Accidents, is, at cheap 
Rates, always furniſhed with them from thence; where a very 
large Tract of Country ſcarce ever fails of having good Crops. 
No Part. of Europe, for its Bigneſs, is more fertile in Corn, or 
breeds more Cattle, rhan Anpleſea; and it is diſtant from Man 
not above Eight Leagues. Proper fettled Deductions may be 
made by the Truſtees, out of the Workmens Wages, to take 
care of them in Sickneſs, or to keep them comfortably in their 
old Age in the Places, to which they belong in their own 
Country. Thus the Ii ManufsQurers may be ſupported, and 
enjoy themſelves, as mach io their Satisfaction, as at Home ia 
their own Country: Nor wilt the Afarcks Men have amy Cauſe 
to complain, that their preſent Way of Living will, upon any 
Account, be made more cxpenſive, by the great Number of 
Inmates reſiding amotigh them. For the Price of Proviſions of 
«ny kind will not be in the leaſt inhancrd; no new or additional 
Tax, of Duty, will be hereby occaſioned s and the Advantages, 
that the I of Mas in'generat will receive, from the propoſed 
Manufattury, are too numerous, and obvious to be infifted 
upon; without mentioning, that many of its needy Intabi- 
fafits may have daily Opportunities of carmning the Neceſſaries 
of Life, by their Labour, whereas they arc aow « Bardcs to 


the Hand. 


When it is confider'd, what great C boch of Supet · 
fine Cloth, and other Wooten Goods, are, from the ſorting the 
Wool, completely manafaftured ar Abbeville, and in a ſmall 
Ditrict adjoining to it, no Doubt can be made, but that the 
Iſle of Man may well admit of every YR cafily executed, 
that is intended by this Plan, 


if 
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"If it ſhould be furmiſed, that Frauds may be CORE ITY 
either by working-up Manks Wool alone, or by mixing Manks 
Wool with 1r;/, and that thereby the Quantity of Cloth, and 
Woolen Goods, intended by the Charter, will be exceeded. It 
is anſwered, That the Perſon, who ſhall attempt ſuch a Practice, 
would be as ſtupid as wicked, becauſc he could not avoid being 
detected. For there are but Two Kinds of Wool in Man: The 
One differs from all the Sorts of Wool, that are known, it 
being without the Help cither of Dye, of any Art, naturally of 
a yellow Colour, which docs not fade, when work'd up into 
Goods; and the other is qf ſo very coarſe a Staple, that no 
Commodities, but what are of the loweſt Value, and for the 
meaneſt Uſe, can be made of it. Beſides, that the Spinning, 
being done in Tre/and, would alſo incvitably diſcover ſuch an 
Abuſe. - For from any certain Quantity of Yarn, the Quantity 
of Cloth, or other Goods to be made, is known to great Ex- 
actneſs: And moreover, to unrayel or untwine Yarn ſpun in 
Ireland, in order to incorporate it with Raw Wool in Man, as 
is done in France, and in other Conntrics,” where good Wool 


is s ſcarce, will not quit coſt. 


Such Perſons as imagine, that the Woot of theſe Dominions 
owes its Value and Eſtecm, chiefly to a national Fondneſs; gg 
that the Importance of the Woolen Trade is for ſome . 
View magnified; or that ſuch a Charter, as is hete , propoſed, is 

impracticable; or that the Diſtance between Ireland and Man 
vill, in the leaſt, obſttuct the Execution of this Scheme; may 
rectify every one of theſe Miſtakes, by conſulting either 
own, or Foreign Hiſtorians. Grotius, whoſe Knowledge ad 
Impartiality in this Affair cannot be ſuſpected, ſpeaking of the 
Reigns of King Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth, expreſſes 
himſelf thus. In the laſt preceding Ages, Commerce was 
chiefly carried on and directed by certain Cities of Germany 
(meaning the Hans Towns). By them « Market was fd 
at London. Ar that time the Paſtures of Btitain, with the 
only Produce 7 their Wool, — _ anſwer all _—_ 
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& tions from Foreign Parts: Altho nothing du fetch d out, * 
* the 1 but Raw Wool in the Fleece. 


No one 3 ſure, that either the Climate or Soll 
of France, Holland, Flanders, and Germany, are changed, 
ſince thoſe happy Reigns, when his Majeſty's Predeceſſors, of 
glorious and immortal Memory, put a Stop to the Exportation 
of our Wool; and, by ſettling the Manufacturing of it here, 
brought into Eng/and the greatcſt Part of the Wealth, and 
Trade of the Fans Towns. If the Countries above- named 
could have furniſhed Lubect, and the other Hans Towns, with 
a ſufficient Quantity of good Wool, they would have kept the 
Woolen Trade to this Day. For thoſe Towns, in Number 
Seventy, conſiſted of the moſt powerful Nations in Europe, 
incorporated into one Body; and they had been in Poſſeſſion 
hx * 

cars. 


The RECAPITULATION. 


F the Reaſon is demanded, Why, for the Purpoſes abave- 
mentioned, Ireland, or ſome Places in that Kingdom, are 
not preferred to the Iſle of Man? It is anſwered, That the.chicf 
Points aimed at by this Plan are, to ſhew how to prevent Fo- 
reigners from having Iriſb Wool, and by what Means the 
Impuration of Great Britain's uſing Ireland with Oppreſſion 
may be intirely removed, by permitting Ireland to work up 
her Surplus-Wool, in ſuch a Manner as may not only extin- 
guiſh all national Prejudices, but may alſo promote and conſo- 
lidate the mutual Intereſts of both Kingdoms. And theſe Views 
muſt be accompliſhed without claſhing with any ſettled Rule 
of Government, or without making the Dependence of Ireland 
at all precarious; and this Indulgence too muſt be ſo guarded, 


* Grot. Annal. de Rebus Belg. Z. 7. p. 307 & $08. Fol. Edit. 
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that t will be impoſſible for Ireland ever to tranſgtels it. Fot 
all which Ends, it is humbly apprehended, that the Iſle of 
Alan is moſt excellently adapted. That Iſland, by its Situation, 
naturally affords a molt cafy, regular, and certain Check againſt 
enlawful Practices, and at the ſame time every thing neceſſary 
for the carrying the intended Charter into Exceution, may be 
more commodioully ſupplied in that Place, than in any Part 
of Ireland. But if this Scheme ſhould be conducted by 
Ireland within herſelf, the Animoſities between that Kingdom 
and Great Britain will be vaſtly multiplied and inflamed, 
rather than leſſened and abated. Becauſe it will be highly 
ungrateful, if not impracticable, to employ only Engliſhmen 
in the Affair; and the Ii Commiſſioners and Officers will, 
by correſponding and combining with their Relations, Friends 
or Tenants, commit many Frauds, ot we in England ſhall be 
always jealous of their ſo doing. And their Proceedings, 
and our Suſpicion, will be attended with great Expence to the 
Publick, without giving any Satisfaftion, or producing” any 
Good. And as for the Supetiotity or Night of Dominion, 

which Great Britain has over Ireland (a Point before touched 
upon), that will, by this Relaxation of Severity towards Ireland, 
receive much. additional Strength. For the Wool of Ireland, 
being manufactured in the Jie of Man, would (if there was the 
leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect the loyal Diſpoſition of the Inhabitants 


of that Kingdom) be a very great Security for their future 
Obedience. 
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The As TRA of Thomas Lownder's 
_ SCHEME, for preventing the Running of Wool 
from Ireland to Foreign Parts, in order to Re- 
eſtabliſh the Woolen Trade of England. 


Par. 1. GET s forth the Cauſes of the Decay of our Wooden 
LI Manufacture, and of the flouriſhing Condition of 
the Woolen Manufacture of France. 


1. Sets forth the Propoſition. 
3. Sets forth the Utility of the Scheme, if executed. 
| 4+ Inſtances in Ferſey, Guernzy, Alderney, and Sarck; and 
aalleges, that the Permiſſion to Ireland will be more 
ptoſitable to England, than the Licence to thoſe Four 
\ „ | 
F. That thoſe INands have greater Opportunities to ſmuggle 
Wool, than can be had from Man: And that by a 


Clauſe in an Act 1970. Eni. & Mar. the Quantity of 
Wool allowed to thoſe Places was doubled. ; 


6. That Ireland ſent abroad Woolen Goods, when our 
Woolen Manufacture was moſt proſperous. 


7. That Ireland cannot, under any Colour of this Charter, 
ever pretend to interfere with England in the Woolen 


Trade. 


8. That ſuch a Quantity of 17; Wool be work d up in the 
Ile of Man, that the Intention of the Scheme may 
be fully anſwered. 


9. That the Eſtabliſhment of the Navy will be much eaſed. 


Par. 10. 
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Par. 10. That the Spinning being done in Ireland, will make that 


Part of the Manufacture very cheap, and will furniſh 
Work for the Poor. 


11. That the Dutch ſet us this Pattern, in having their 
Worſted ſpun out of their Dominions, and with re- 
ſpe to their Leyden Cloth, GS. 


12. That it will make Iriſh Wool, permitted. to be entered 


at certain Ports of England, to bear an higher Prices e 


That Objection anſwered. 
13. A Suppoſition, by way of Illuſtration, which ſhews, 


what would be the Conſequence, if Ireland was per- 


mitted to work up yearly into Cloth Forty thouſand 
Packs of Wool. 


14. Suppoſing Foreigners do not mix their Wool with 
Iriſþb Wool, yet, in that caſe, we ſhall fell to the 
Value of One Million Sterling in Cloth more than 
at preſent, 


15. States the Commerce between France and Ireland. 


16, The Objection of Ireland, relating to Servants Wages, 
Officers Salaries, &c. in carrying the Scheme into 
Execution, anſwer'd. And ſhews how the Profit may 
be applied in execting and endowing Proteſtant Cha- 
rity Schools, and in encouraging and extending the 
Linen Manufacture in all its Branches. 


. 17, That the Money ſpent by the Abſentees of Ireland 
will hereby be re-imburſed. 


18. Shews the Advantages by having Workmen, who muſt 
obey Orders, and fall into Methods or Inventions, 
that ſhall be found uſcful. 


19. The Cloth made in the Iſe of Man to be meaſured 
wet, which will help to remedy the Abuſes as to 
Lengths and Breadths, 
| E Par. 20. 


* 
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Par. 20. A Saving of the Righte, &c. of the Iſle of Man. 
21. Gives a particular Account of the Iſe of Man. 


22. Shewshow the Rm may be victualled in dear 
. Years. 


23. Anſwersan ObjeRtion relating to the Commodioufcs 
of the Iſland. | 
24. Shews that Frauds cannot be committed by working 
up Manks Wool, without being detected. 
25. The Concluſion anſwers ſome Objections, and ſhews 
how the Woolen Manufacture was formerly carried 


'on by the Hans Towns of Germany incorporated 
into one Body. 


The APPENDIX. 


O the end that a through Judgment may be Powe of 
the afore-going Propoſal, and that the Reader of it may 
be faved the Trouble of very tedious and different Reflections, 
this Appendix preſents a View of all the Mcthods, that can, 
with any Probability, be offered to effect that Service, fo long 
and ſo ardently deſired by all true Britons ; and, to each Me- 
thod, ſuch Obſervations and Objections are added, as, tis hoped, 
will be found not wholly improper. 


The Firſt Method is a Regiſter. 


This, if it could be executed — prodiglous Expence, 
and without creating a Multitude of Officers, and if it would 
not lay the Growers of Wool under moſt intolerable Hardſhips 


(upon « all which Accounts it is juſtly odious), yet it would be 
ä ine ffectual, 
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ineffectual, unleſs the Waſte of Wool could be aſcettained by 
Statute; but to do that (with all humble Duty be it expreſſed), 
exceeds even the Wiſdom and Power of Parliament. For the 
Waſte of Wool ariſes from the Nature and Condition of the 
Paſture; the Age and Condition of the Sheep; the Place where 
the Wool is kept; the Length of Time it is kept; and from 
many other Cauſes, which cannot be brought under the Cog- 
nizance of Law. 


The next is, That Great Britain putchaſe annually of the 
Kingdom of Ireland its Wool, after the Manner following. 
That his Majeſty, or, the Lord Lieutenant, on the one Part, 
and the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, on the other Part, 
name an equal Number of Commiſſioners to ſet, as often as ſhall be 
thought proper, the Value upon Wool, according to the ſeveral 
Staples. That Money, for Payment of the Wool, be advanced 
out of the Sinking Fund, and be made good by Parliament. 


A Scheme, upon this Foundation, was, a few Years ago, 
drawn up by myſelf; and after it had been preſented in Ma- 
nuſcript, to the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and Planta- 
tions, it was printed. And the Generality of Perſons of the beſt 
Judgment and Experince thought it rather a ſpeculative than 
practicable Propoſition. And the chief Deſign in Writing and 
Publiſhing that Paper (as the Lords of Trade were ſome time 
ago appriſed) was, to take the Sentiments of the Pablick, in 
order to prepare the Way for the Plan now exhibited. 


The Third is, That Ireland be allowed to make and vend 
ſome certain Species of Woolen Goods; and that, under very 
Yevere Penalties, ſhe be prohibited the Exportation of any other, 
but ſuch as ſhall be enumerated and deſcribed in a Law for that 


Purpoſe. 


So far as this Permiſſion ſhould extend, it is manifeſt, that 
Ireland would interfere with England in the Woolen Trade. 
But moreover, it is well known, that, in Ireland, there is 
great Plenty of Wool of every Staple; and the Sorts of Wool, 
that are not — thoſe Kinds of Goods — — 

tolerate 
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tolerated (as above), muſt either be diſpoſed of ſomewhere 
Abroad, or workcd up into ManufaQtures at home. Now, it 
cannot - be denicd, but that this Licence would afford many 
more Pretences and Opportunities of carrying on an illicit 
Trade, than Ireland has at preſent. And was the whole Navy 
of Britain to inforce the ſtricteſt Prohibition, and were all 
the Officers zealouſly deſirous to do their Duty in their ſeveral 
Stations, it would be all to very little Purpoſe. So exceeding 
numerous are the Bays, Creeks, and Harbours of Ireland; and 
its Inhabitants, like the reſt of Mankind, are naturally inclined 
to uſe all Arts and Methods to evade or tranſgreſs Laws, that 
are to their Prejudice. 


| The Fourth is, That Ireland be permitted to ſend Woolen 

Goods to ſuch Markets, as England formerly did ſupply, and 

which the French now furniſh; particularly many Places, 
within the Limits of the Twrky Gompany's Charter. 


This would be a very ſure Way of driving France out of the 
Markets of the Levant,” in which ſhe now triumphs, could 
Ireland be confined to trade to thoſe Places. 


The Fifth is, That Ireland work up her Wool, and export 
the Commoditics made thereof, without any Reſtraint what- 
ſoever. 


'Tis granted, that this would almoſt totally hinder the Smug- 
gling of Wool from Ireland. But this Propoſition is ſtrongly 
oppoſed by Two Objections. The Firſt is, That ſince the Re- 
volution ſuch immenſe Tracts of Land have been in a manner 
oain'd in Ireland, either by draining Bogs, or grubbing up 
Woods, that' if the free Enjoyment of the Woolen Trade be 
ſuffer d there, it will, in a few Years, be the Cauſe of ſo great 
an Increaſe of Wool in Ireland, that, it is juſtly fear'd, Eng- 
land will be glad of a Market to take off a good deal of her 
Wool. And the lazy Lite of a Shepherd bcing of all others 
moſt agreeable to the native Ir; the Lands in their Octu- 

ation, and which are at preſent either plowed, or uſed in 
other Kinds of Agriculture, would be immediately thrown up, 
and turn'd into Sheep-Paſtures. 


The 
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The other Objection is, That it coſt Exgl/and a vaſt deat of 
Blood and Treaſure, for the Space of about Four hundred Years, 
to ſubdue Ireland, when Ireland was quite rude in the Art 
of War, and altogether without Alliances, Shipping, and Com- 
merce, and can it then be thought, that the Parliament of 
Britain will ever conſent to fix and cſtabliſh, in Ireland, that 
Manufacture, which is the chief Source of all the Trade and 
Wealth, that England either ever had, or ever can have? But 
they, who eſpouſe this Fifth Method, warmly affert, That, if 
Ireland had the Liberty thereby propoſed, all the Moneys, 
gained by Ireland, would neceflarily come to England, with- 
out ever Circulating back again: Which Poſition they endea- 


vour to prove by this Argument. That not any Addition has 


been made to the Caſh of Ireland, tho the Balance of Trade 
between England and Ireland has conſtantly, for many Years, 
been much in Favour of Ireland. To which it is anſwered, 
That it is admitted, that the Balance gained by Ireland has, by 
Eſtimation, for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, been a little more than 
Four hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum: And it is alſo 
granted, That the Quantity of Gold and Silver in that Kingdom 
is pretty much the ſame it was before that time: But it is wrong 
to conclude, that becauſe a Balance of about Four hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds per Annum has not increaſed the current Species of 
Ireland, that therefore a much greater Sum will not; ſuch as 
would moſt certainly ariſe from an unlimited Woolen Trade 
in all its Branches. Unleſs any one ſhould fondly imagine, thar 
becauſe many Noblemen, and Gentlemen of Diſtinction, having, 
for the moſt part, large Eſtates both in England and Ireland, 
chuſe to live in England, and to ſpend the Profits of their 1r:/h 
Eſtates here, that therefore the leſſer Gentlemen, Merchants 
and Tradeſmen of Ireland, who have no Fortunes in England, 
will annually come over hither, to ſpend all the Money got 
by the Improvement of the Commerce of their Country; not 
that it is in the leaſt denied, that the Money expended in Eng- 
land will be in Proportion to the Intercourſe between the Two 


Kingdoms. 
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The Sixth and laſt Method is, That Ireland work up her 
Wool (be the Quantity what it will), and export the Commo- 
dities made thereof, either dyed, or in the White, to Great 
Britain only; and that Ireland be prohibited, under very ſevere 
Penalties, from ſending any Woolen Goods to any other 
Place. 


The Firſt Objection to the laſt preceding Method holds good 
againſt the Firſt Part of this Propoſition; and, for Anſwer to the 
ſubſequent Part, the Reader (to avoid Repetitition) is referred 
to the Obſervation made upon the Second Part of the Third 
Method; in which Place Prohibitions are conſidered. 


But here I beg Leave to remark, That it is urged, that the 
Parliament of Great Britain, for a certain Number of Years, 
by way of Experiment, may, with great Prudence, indulge 
Ireland with either of the laſt preceding Methods. To which 
it is anſwered, That the Reſult of ſuch a Trial muſt be one of 
theſe Two Conſequences. If, upon the Expiration of the Licence, 
Ireland ſhould continue contumaciouſly to carry on the Woolen 
Manufacture, then either a Rebellion, or the Loſs of the Woolen 
Trade of Enland, or, at leaſt, a very great Detriment to it, will 
enſue. But, if Ireland ſhould obcy the Reſtriction, then ſuch 
of the Manufacturers, as ſhall be of the 1ri Nation, will be 
forced, being deſtitute of Work whereby to ſubſiſt, and being 
alſo generally Papiſts, to go into Foreign Countries: And thoſe 
Manufacturers, that ſhall be Englimen, if any advantageous 
Offers ſhall be made to them by forcign States (who never fail 
to lay hold of ſuch Opportunities), will be much more inclined 
to accept of them, than to return and ſettle in their own Coun- 
try: Where, by their Abſence,” they will have loſt their former 
Acquaintance and Correſpondence. 


If any one, through Inadvertency, ſhould ſuppoſe, that the 
Plan hereby explained, and endeavoured to be juſtified, may be 
better carried on by private Perſons ; he is deſired to reflect, 
that, unleſs it be executed under a publick Charter, no Advan- 
tage can redound from it, either to the Linen Manufacture, or 
to the Charity of Engliſb Proteſtant Schools. But, if the 
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intended Encouragement for extending the Linen Manufacture 

takes Place, that will indubitably leſſen the future Growth of 
the Wool of Ireland. And that Branch of Trade being the Staple 

of Ireland, it will not be unpopular or diſgraceful to give 

Informations or Evidence, when the Laws are tranſgreſſed with 

relation either to Wool, or Woolen Goods; becauſe the Linen 
Trade of Ireland will be very much hurt by ſuch Offences. And 

the Reader is deſired to obſerve, that the ſingularly great Benefit, 

going to be mentioned, cannot accrue to England by any other 

way. Long Experience both at Home and Abroad ſhews, that 
Riches lodging with private Perſons always introduce 

and Luxury both makes Labour dear, and is the Mother of 
Idleneſs, which is the Bane of Trade. But, in this Caſe, the 
Wealth got will come ſolely to the Publick (without the leaſt 
Tendency to inrich any one Man, or any particular Set of Men), 
and Great Britain will for ever have a Succeſſion of a conſider- 
able Body of induſtrious, skilful Workmen in the Woolen Ma- 
nufacture (not liable to be debauched, and throughly well pro- 
vided for) at a much cheaper Rate, than France, or any other 
Kingdom or State in Europe, either now, or hercafter can 
have. And the Propoſal, to which this Appendix belongs, is 
ſo much the Reverſe of a Monopoly, that that deteſtable Word 
cannot be objected, but by the groſſeſt Ignorance. | 


Tres Parkxs drawn up, with a ſincere Intention to coun- 
termine Monſicur Colbert's Scheme, which has had ſuch miſ- 
chicvous Effects upon the whole Woolen Manufacture of 
land, and has in particular brought her Levant Trade to 
its preſent low Ebb, I think I cannot conclude better, than with 
moſt humbly and moſt carneſtly wiſhing, that a Remark of the 
learned Doctor Davenant may not be verified upon this Occa- 
fion. For that Gentleman ſays, That it has ever been the 
Humour of Engliſhmen to reject all Things, which they 
cannot carry juſt according to their preſent Fancy : Many good 
Deſigns for the Publick being loſt, by endeavouring to make 
the Firſt Projection too perfect. | 
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- The Sixth Method is, That Hreland be . | 
up her Wool (be the Quantity what it will), and to export the! 
Commodities made thereof; either dyed; or in the White, to 
Great Britain only; and that Ireland be prohibited, under very 
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